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Gulf countries aim to enhance data regulation to 
establish a sustainable foundation for Data&AI growth

Key Research Insights

Variability

Gulf countries show different levels of data regulation 
maturity, with three main groups: advanced (Saudi 
Arabia and UAE), developing (Qatar, Bahrain, Oman), 
and emerging (Kuwait).

1. 4.

Personal Data Protection First

Countries in all groups have data privacy laws, special 
agencies to protect data, regulations for cross-border 
data flows, and open data portals. These are basic 
practices for data regulation and are usually the first 
steps countries take in data governance regulation.

2. Rapid Progress

Most documents have been implemented over the last two 
years, with more regulations currently under discussion. 
Two developing countries, Qatar and Oman, are planning to 
create data strategies, the next complex element in the 
data regulation suite. Additionally, Qatar and Bahrain are 
working on establishing data governance frameworks. 
Based on these efforts, Qatar is preparing to join the 
advanced group.

5.

Advancing to AI

After establishing basic data regulation practices, the 
next step is implementing an AI strategy and a digital-
government strategy. All countries in the advanced and 
developing groups have completed these strategies.

3.

The Cruсial role of Data 

The most challenging elements to implement—data strategy 
and data governance frameworks—have been established 
only in the advanced group. We assume that, recognizing 
the crucial role of data in AI development, these 
governments are working to build a strong foundation for 
AI projects through effective data governance

Commercial Activity Drives Data & AI Regulation

The increase in IT spending and GDP growth among Gulf 
countries is closely linked to the level of data and AI 
regulation.

6.
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The increase in IT spending and GDP value correlates 
with Data&AI regulation maturity

• IT spending strongly1 correlates 
with countries’ GDP together with 

Data Regulation Maturity with 
correlation coefficient of 0.94.

• Based on these statistics, we can 
identify two groups: those with 
advanced data maturity (led by 

Saudi Arabia, followed by the UAE) 
and those with developing& 

emerging data maturity (Qatar, 

Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain). 

• Wealthier economies tend to have 
more resources to invest in 
advanced data management 
systems and strategic planning, 
leading to a more deliberate and 
structured approach to harnessing 
the power of data and AI for 
national development

Key Insights

1 -The UAE is somewhat out of line with the general trend, spending more on IT than expected, 2 – IDC Competitive Analysis, 3 – World Bank GDP data 

The size of each circle represents the Data & AI Regulation Maturity Score
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Data&AI Regulation Maturity Score

Attributes Saudi 
Arabia

UAE Qatar Bahrain Oman Kuwait

Data Strategy

Data Strategy in Entities

AI Strategy

Digital-Government strategy

Overall Data Governance Framework

Data Governance Framework in 

entities

Open Data Portal

Open Data coordinating body

Public sector data governance body

Data privacy rules 

Personal Data protection body

Non-governmental data sharing 

guidelines

Regulations on cross-border Data 

Flows
26 25 1617 715

In progress
(1 point)

Exists
(2 points)

No
(0 point)

x
Total number 
of points

ADVANCED DEVELOPING EMERGING
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Saudi Arabia excels in Data & AI Regulation, offering 
opportunities for stronger business Data Governance

while…

*According to Cisco AI Readiness Index Saudi Arabia

A comprehensive organizational Data Strategy and robust Data Governance Framework are crucial

for overcoming these challenges, enabling companies to manage data as a strategic asset and be fully prepared for the AI era

53% of Saudi Arabia companies positively rated the ability

of their analytics tools to handle complex AI-related data sets… 

85% admitted that their data exists in 

silos across the organization

75%
say that their analytics tools are not 

fully integrated with data sources 

and AI platforms being used

37% do not have systematic mechanisms 

to detect data biases

24%
have lack systematic correction mechanisms 

or have no formal processes for rectification,
even if biases and lack of fairness are detected in data

35% have either untested, basic protocols, or
none at all for responding to data breach or privacy violation

https://www.cisco.com/c/dam/m/en_us/solutions/ai/readiness-index/documents/cisco-ai-readiness-index-saudi-arabia.pdf
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Breakdown by country
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Saudi Arabia
Data Strategy

National Strategy for Data & AI. Saudi Data & AI Authority (SDAIA) was created to set the national Data & AI agenda for the Kingdom, 
orchestrate implementation of Data & AI agenda across the government, and oversee agenda execution across its child entities – National 
Information Center (NIC), the National Data Management Office (NDMO), and the National Center for Artificial Intelligence (NCAI). National 
Strategy for Data & AI covers key components of their work and creates longterm vision for Data&AI practices

Data Strategy in Entities

AI Strategy

Digital-Government strategy
The Digital Government Authority of Saudi Arabia paves the way for government agencies to provide digital services of high quality and 
efficiency that contribute to raising investment returns and raising the value of the national economy, and work to measure the performance 
and capabilities of government agencies in the field of digital government, to achieve beneficiary satisfaction.

Overall Data Governance 

Framework

SDAIA and NDMO have created a data governance framework at the national level that outlines the laws and regulations for national data 
management and governance as well as the protection of personal data. 

Data Governance 

Framework in entities

National Data Governance regulation obliges public entities to form data governance function based on its principles

Open Data Portal
Link

Open Data coordinating 

body

NIC is responsible for developing, hosting, and operating the National Data Bank and the national foresight platforms. NIC's responsibilities 
shall include: Manage National Open Data Portal, Authorize and Guide Portal Participation, Capture Portal Usage Trends. (Open Data 
Policy)

Public sector data 

governance body

Saudi Data & AI Authority (SDAIA)

Data privacy rules 
Personal Data Protection Law (issued in 2021, amended in 2023, comes into force in sept.2024)

Personal Data protection 

body

SDAIA is the competent and supervising authority for the implementation of the Personal Data Protection Law provisions and 
regulations.

Non-governmental data 

sharing guidelines

Regulated by PDPL

Regulations on cross-

border Data Flows

Regulated by PDPL

https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BD1F9403F-A98B-4939-AF47-B8F798BA36F6%7D&file=National%20Strategy%20for%20Data%20%26%20AI%20(Saudi%20Arabia).pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304077
https://dga.gov.sa/en
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B0AC8F2A0-7D65-4763-878B-3BD84F66454E%7D&file=National%20Data%20Management%20Office%20NDMO%20(Saudi%20Arabia).pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304076
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9736007C-2ABF-4443-A4CF-56FF8DF90D26%7D&file=National%20Data%20Governance%20Interim%20Regulations.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304799
https://od.data.gov.sa/
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BA3F3A936-8069-4503-B6DF-E15C60D85491%7D&file=Open%20Data%20Policy.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304079
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BFF6CCF06-FF0A-441C-8BAF-186459BF069A%7D&file=Personal%20Data%20Protection%20Law.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304080
https://www.pwc.com/m1/en/blog/ksa-personal-data-protection-law-series.html
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UAE

Data Strategy
Smart Data Strategy. Smart Data is central to the UAE National Plan for Smart Government. Smart Data – that is, data which can be used 
efficiently and effectively within government and which encourages use of open data to drive engagement and innovation - is a key enabler 
for each of the four pillars for the National Plan.

Data Strategy in Entities
Dubai Data Strategy works to enable Dubai to achieve its smart city vision of becoming the happiest city, manage data based on clear 
guidelines aligned with international best practices, achieve integration and harmony between the services provided by federal government 
agencies and local government bodies and optimise use of data for data providers.

AI Strategy
UAE National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence 2031

Digital-Government strategy
UAE Digital Government Strategy 2025

Overall Data Governance 

Framework

The UAE Smart Data Framework contains key business rules and operating principles for data governance in public entities, while specific 
Data Governance framework doesn’t exist.

Data Governance 

Framework in entities

Several public entities design their own detailed data and model management instructions, i.a MOHAP : Enterprise Data Management 
Framework, Model Management Standards (Central Bank of UAE)

Open Data Portal
the UAE official Open Data Portal provides enhanced open data systems for public use

Open Data coordinating 

body

The Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Authority (FCSA) is responsible for managing and updating this data portal . It supports all UAE 
institutions and individuals, as well as international partners, across all sectors.

Public sector data 

governance body

Telecommunications and Digital Government Regulatory Authority

Data privacy rules 
Personal Data Protection Law (2022)

Personal Data protection 

body

The UAE Data Office will act as the federal data regulator in the UAE. The office will be responsible for preparing policies and legislations 
related to data protection, proposing and approving the standards for monitoring Personal Data Protection Law, preparing systems for 
complaints and grievances related to data, issuing guidelines and instructions for the implementation of the law.

Non-governmental data 

sharing guidelines

Regulated by PDPL

Regulations on cross-

border Data Flows

Regulated by PDPL

https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B2D6916C8-F82A-4B60-9E9A-16E761CFEBFE%7D&file=Smart%20Data%20Strategy%20EN.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304085
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/strategies-plans-and-visions/government-services-and-digital-transformation/dubai-data-strategy
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/strategies-plans-and-visions/government-services-and-digital-transformation/uae-national-digital-government-strategy
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B915A3D6C-CE61-4374-921D-DFC5682CC174%7D&file=The%20UAE%20Smart%20Data%20Framework%20(2).pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304084
https://mohap.gov.ae/assets/download/f7845971/MOHAP%20Enterprise%20Data%20Management%20Framework%202023.pdf.aspx
https://rulebook.centralbank.ae/en/rulebook/51-data-governance
https://bayanat.ae/
https://tdra.gov.ae/en/About
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/digital-uae/data/data-protection-laws
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/digital-uae/data/data-protection-laws
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Qatar

Data Strategy

In progress
A specialized Centre of Excellence for data and emerging technologies, such as AI, will be established to drive several initiatives. This 
includes the development of a comprehensive national data governance and management framework, ensuring improved data
availability and quality.

Data Strategy in Entities
No

AI Strategy
Qatar’s National AI Strategy is focused on six pillars: education, data access, employment, business, research, and ethics, that together 
will guide Qatar towards the transition to an AI future.

Digital-Government strategy
Qatar e-Government 2020 Strategy

Overall Data Governance 

Framework

Data Management Policy (recommendation) - DMBOK based
Plans to establish data management catalog

Data Governance 

Framework in entities

No

Open Data Portal
Qatar open data portal is a national data platform that indexes, tabulates, disseminates analyzes and visualizes official statistics to facilitate 
their use.

Open Data coordinating 

body

Since the beginning of 2023, the responsibility for operating and managing this portal has been transferred to the National Planning 
Council (NPC), which is working hard to build an open data platform, through a national partnership with the relevant ministries and 
government agencies to provide data by specific topics, which are easily displayed in different forms commensurate with the nature of the 
materials posted and the needs of users.

Public sector data 

governance body

No

Data privacy rules 
Personal Data Privacy Protection Law (2016)

Personal Data protection 

body

National Cyber Governance and Assurance Affairs oversees Law No. 13; the Personal Data Privacy Protection Law (PDPPL) and 
therefore regulates data privacy in the State of Qatar.

Non-governmental data 

sharing guidelines

No

Regulations on cross-

border Data Flows

Regulated by PDPL

https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B29755B4E-9110-42D3-9904-112EC0E521D4%7D&file=Third%20Qatar%20National%20Development%20Strategy%202024-2030.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304093
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B4202CD4E-D188-41C1-9B08-3138481340A5%7D&file=National_artificial_intelligence_strategy_for_qatar_0.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304091
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B5D616F99-142D-4497-A30D-4A68FF3A36BA%7D&file=Qatar-e-government-2020-strategy-executive-summary-english.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304090
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B2D0E486E-C229-40B5-80AA-6813B1B60167%7D&file=Data_management_policy%202015.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304089
https://www.data.gov.qa/pages/default/
https://www.data.gov.qa/pages/about/#:~:text=Since%20the%20beginning%20of%202023,provide%20data%20by%20specific%20topics
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B223EB3CE-26F8-414F-937D-770799E7D9A8%7D&file=QATAR%20Personal%20Data%20Privacy%20Protection%20Law.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304124
https://assurance.ncsa.gov.qa/en/privacy
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Bahrain
Data Strategy

No

Data Strategy in Entities
No

AI Strategy

Accelerating Artificial Intelligence (AI) for Bahrain
The vision of Bahrain’s leadership to employ modern technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) has improved government services and 
contributed to Bahrain’s digital achievements. Bahrain recognizes the importance of Artificial Intelligence in streamlining processes and 
informs strategic decision-making of businesses across all industries and has taken steps in the study and application of AI in different fields. 
AI changed various areas of our lives and it’s seen by Bahrainis a major source of achieving sustainable development in the kingdom. 

Digital-Government strategy
Bahrain’s digital Government strategy

Overall Data Governance 

Framework

No

Data Governance 

Framework in entities

No

Open Data Portal
Government of Bahrain has launched its open data portal in 2013 with the intention of having it as a single portal for Statistics and open 
data content. 

Open Data coordinating 

body

The Information & eGovernment Authority (iGA) is the official government entity responsible for national statistics, information 
management, and data analytics. iGA is the central organization for national data integration with other respective government entities to 
facilitate streamlined public service delivery.

Public sector data 

governance body

Data privacy rules 
Personal Data Protection Law (2018)

Personal Data protection 

body

The Ministry of Justice, Islamic Affairs and Waqf was designated, to assume the duties of the Personal Data Protection Authority

Non-governmental data 

sharing guidelines

No

Regulations on cross-

border Data Flows

Regulated by PDPL

https://www.bahrain.bh/wps/portal/en/BNP/HomeNationalPortal/ContentDetailsPage/!ut/p/z1/pVRdd6IwEP0r9MFHyED4fMR1_Wi3tYvVVl48gQRNC4Fi1N399Ru6e7ZHrWLP5gXI3MvM5N4JitETigXZ8iWRvBQkV9_z2F2YIweG_heA-55twfdZELndWxNuBxg97gPMhykowCiMxv2eCbaJ4kv4cGKFcBn_H2B4d98Ddzz0Pcvr4vHM2ucfhlv5eJ9_0N4NfFh_CN3I6mKAwQTO57fQDMUorlJO0dzxmZd4ZqpnlGLdpozpQZa4euJjL7ADJwictEGnQlZyheaJqBZMdIAk5UZqcsW0Fy6WtCw6QPmSS5Jrz5u15CnT0jLPFax-k7Ul3KRYyxZhbw4aCx4CF1zLCm1rMsAwhkP-MeBzwh4D4vO-uW5TXlmbP7--xqE60VJI9kOipzNHmpBVTbjQLMDQgZrlRDKqybLi6boDDXRZblktCiaklpX1plAtxG3yx23-Og9o5qvtID4CvDt0fFRDMJ32wfUHfdt2_chzPDRXUninurDBQo9bznZoKsq6UHfG5N3SFFzsMSfQiYkD3U4o0UkGWKem2qBukjEnQ0P4m-FEjeE3688_Sfrmz_muWhtVWcucybWRc_HSBJsnqaoma1oWBk8KY1cZhBZcGCuWq9eqMnYsV0FmkI1clbWS9rC3A5uN8OneLhrX6zabf9KF_zXYEyZQVUybVfhY_ORcjxM3-hoNf3Xv9IHac5bF4lb64dXVbzGrdjw!/?1dmy&current=true&urile=wcm%3Apath%3A%2Fbnp_en%2Fabout%2Bthe%2Bkingdom%2Fdigital%2Bjustice%2Bcollaboration%2Frelated%2Btopics%2Fartificial%2Bintelligence%2Band%2Brobotics:~:text=Accelerating%20Artificial%20Intelligence%20(AI)%20for%20Bahrain&text=Bahrain%20recognizes%20the%20importance%20of,of%20AI%20in%20different%20fields.
https://bahrain.bh/wps/portal/en/BNP/HomeNationalPortal/ContentDetailsPage/!ut/p/z1/xVRNd9owEPwr7oGjrUWWhX00JWDSECiEJPjCk20BSmxZMQqU_vqKpq-vmPBxqy6y3s7s7MqzQjF6RrFkG7FkWpSS5eY8i-m82fcg8r8CjDoEw_fHYEzbgyYMei56OgQ0H6ZgAP1wPOx2mkCaKL6GDydWCNfx_wKi-1EH6DDyW7jVdocj95AfuR4Bim_uBp3Icyf0c_0Q2mPcdgF6k5r-cfoL-vg3_0z6Ov-owAP94CGgJoxDgic9F4ZH_GPAhft7RDGKVSoyNEt4siDAPBsnLrUJcYnNOOc2A3Ap4RQYW-zRqdRKrwxeqjmXDWBJ-a4tveLWq5DLrCwakLBVxYS0MrEUmuXWstzwShZcauulfK8k3zWg4jnTPLN0qUS6bsAn2LWuDGS5s1QlZCpUztf1ho87is_76fbyH43PQ3AdUDP9N7gA2E_FpTLjs8YZHtUQTKddoH6vSwj1xy2vhWbmolonu_AwetoIvkVTWVaFmfTJP0bwkyDJKLETCqlNWiywA5yktpcFZOFjTgPjywj-KJyoMbzDHzlZun9L0Gyr1o4qK51zvXZyIV_3wf3OlNqrpmXhiKRwtsphWSGks-K5-VTK2fLcBLmjjGEWptp6azUP9N0zrV3j8dtLQ2NeRfHy9haHZhhKqfkPjZ7_zzRMuESqmH6swnd39mR8M45-tu_tnjl6y2I-0H745Rf7z3KB/
https://www.data.gov.bh/pages/homepage/
https://www.bahrain.bh/wps/portal/en/BNP/HomeNationalPortal/ContentDetailsPage/!ut/p/z1/nVRNc5swFPwr6sFHRg-QhXy08-W4TZ3YcRrrkhEgYrUgCMi4_vcV6bQd241Iyw3prbSrffswx4-Ya9GqZ2FUqUVu_9ecPvnXQ5iyM4DbcxLA3cNoQSc3PtxchfjLYcH08-050PmURUE0CUkYYu7YngU9eFtwgPfvV2Dvvx4v5pfnPnyEY_zofkSBBsGYBMurEOZwiO_lf1rQ4eGNb3x6_2p1CZRdXRJC2SIaRkf671bM0vs0m9NgEs4v_GP8qUAHfwDi5t8V8DfpRWMaOfm_FnC3PDd_4r_v_R0P3IN_wBzzKlEpXgshfWBp5A1jEXpkSMBjElJPiqEPo4hQEcuuOtGmMhu8jnX1JPUARFxuDTIbib4p_ZyWxQBSYQRqNqK2C0joFD2Xray10Il0bnbHN-akqU9c5-6enblSAyF0sVRfX1742KoptZHfDX78JWdfbmuUq0wipVEsNrVQdvUnx0Jq80q5KRMlctRsq6qszQBqmQsjU2TKSiXNQXmzjRuVKtmgrKztmalqVboVeYNElsmkQ8V7lJR21fNHqLLHy0Il9hG4M7xdb_Sli_fFnzvnSzd--hp4bb2K3h5AtkNbJXd4pcu6sANx-affYp-GLAioF2UB8YhPMk8EPvVESFgUxyxNIMHTHje7Eedy8y_NaWrRyvzVRmO9Vk1x6l-rGtEcaztKz7VD27uyNOsL5z8K--_ULaXGVbH6_RUs1HuPx3RxsWC7-2yTt8VZzPbhbvzhB6l3aMc!/
https://bahrainbusinesslaws.com/laws/Personal-Data-Protection-Law
http://www.pdp.gov.bh/en/about-PDPA.html
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Oman

Data Strategy
National Data Strategy represents an integrated regulatory framework for management and regulation of data generated by governmental 
and non-governmental entities. The strategy includes identification of the source and ownership of data, mechanisms for the exchange and 
integration of data, and their availability to governmental and non-governmental entities.

Data Strategy in Entities
No

AI Strategy
The National Program for AI and Advanced Technologies 2020

Digital-Government strategy
The government digital transformation program 2021-2025 
Digital Oman Strategy

Overall Data Governance 

Framework

No

Data Governance 

Framework in entities

No

Open Data Portal
Data portal is a free and data-sharing portal where anyone can access data relating to the Sultanate of Oman. 

Open Data coordinating 

body

Creation and maintenance of this Open Data Policy is vested with the Information Technology Authority (ITA).
National Centre for Statistics and Information (NCSI) has the overall responsibility for facilitating the implementation of the Open Data 
Policy and providing advice and guidance to all government agencies, and target audience.

Public sector data 

governance body

No

Data privacy rules 
Personal Data Protection Law

Personal Data protection 

body

The Ministry of Transport, Communications and Information Technology (Ministry) is responsible for implementing the PDPL. The Minister of 
Transport, Communications and Information Technology will issue the executive regulations to the PDPL in due course.

Non-governmental data 

sharing guidelines

Regulated by  Government Information Sharing Policy

Regulations on cross-

border Data Flows

Regulated by PDPL

https://www.ncsi.gov.om/News/Pages/NewsCT_20220904111825236.aspx
https://oman.om/en/home-top-level/eparticipation/the-national-program-for-ai-and-advanced-technologies#:~:text=The%20National%20Program%20for%20AI%20and%20Advanced%20Technologies%202020%20was,Program%20for%20the%20Digital%20Economy.
https://www.mtcit.gov.om/ITAPortal/Pages/Page.aspx?NID=292734&PID=200797
https://oman.om/en/home-top-level/whole-of-government/egovernment/digital-oman-strategy
https://data.gov.om/
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B520AD01C-6B78-40EF-99AD-D39C848073B0%7D&file=Government%20Open%20Data%20Policy.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304098
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2022/july/6/new-oman-personal-data-protection-law
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B78F2ECDE-1D38-4D27-8B84-DD899434C2FA%7D&file=Government%20Information%20Sharing%20Policy.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304097
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Kuwait
Data Strategy

No

Data Strategy in Entities
No

AI Strategy
No

Digital-Government strategy
No

Overall Data Governance 

Framework

No

Data Governance 

Framework in entities

No

Open Data Portal
Page with statistics

Open Data coordinating 

body

No

Public sector data 

governance body

No

Data privacy rules 
Data Privacy Protection Regulation
Kuwait: CITRA publishes new Data Privacy Protection Regulation 2024

Personal Data protection 

body

Communication and information technology regulatory authority (CITRA)

Non-governmental data 

sharing guidelines

No

Regulations on cross-

border Data Flows

Regulated by PDPL

https://e.gov.kw/sites/kgoenglish/Pages/OtherTopics/OpenData.aspx
https://portal.ax-team.com/Projects/AppliedIntelligence/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BC7766A58-7C43-432B-ADC9-77F6CE62543F%7D&file=Data_Privacy_Protection_Regulation%20Kuwait.pdf&action=default&IsList=1&ListId=%7B30F50808-2DB2-45D7-A3BB-035FDDAD2FDF%7D&ListItemId=304094
https://www.michalsons.com/blog/kuwait-data-protection-regulation-2024-update/72816#:~:text=26%20of%202024.,of%20technologies%20like%20cloud%20computing.
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About the Research

The research is based on a comparison of main countries in the Gulf Region region in terms of basic data 

regulation practices. For the matrix 6 countries and 13 attributes were selected, giving 2 points for 

having or 1 point for developing the relevant law or body in the country.

Key practices identified: Data Strategy, Data Strategy in Entities (ministries, certain regions of the 

country), AI Strategy, Digital-Government strategy, Overall Data Governance Framework (country-

wide), Data Governance Framework in entities, Open Data Portal (repository of public sector 

information), Open Data coordinating body (developing, hosting, and operating Open Data Portal), 

Public sector data governance body (the Institutionalized body responsible for coordinating public 

sector data assets), Data privacy rules, Personal Data protection body, Non-governmental data 

sharing guidelines (regulation of the exchange of non-governmental data), Regulations on cross-

border Data Flows (rules for sharing data outside the country/for external agents). 

The main goal of the study is to understand the specifics of regulation in MENA region, in order to assess 

the level of maturity and readiness of legislative practices to support local businesses in the 

development of management based on data and AI. This information can help to understand why some 

countries in the region are more or less successful in digitalization, predicting future success in the 

development of advanced data practices (AI, Data governance) and determine in which countries, in 

the future, business will be more successful.

Based on the results of the research, a group of leading countries (Saudi Arabia, UAE) that received 

25+ points, developing countries (Bahrain, Qatar, Oman) that received 15-17 points and an emerging 

country (Kuwait) with 7 points were identified.


